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Time-Critical Removal Action
to Dispose of Retrieved Waste
from a Hanford Burial Ground

777e LS. Departrnent of Energy (L',SDOE), the U.S. Environrrtental Protection Agencv (EP.4), and the Wcishington State
Dcpartment of f:cology (the Tri-Paro,Agreemenr agenciec) would like yourfeedf?ack on documents comprisin,g the administrative

_recordfile jor a time-critical removal action to dispose of low-level and rnixed loK-level wastes. These wastes are being
generated during the retrieval ofsttspect transuranic (TRU1 ^vaste from the burial ground 218-IY 4C.

Background

Since 1970, approxirnately 37.400 suspLct TRU waste
corrtainers were placed in retrievabie storage in the 200 Area
at the 1lanlord site. Approximately 18,000 drums (55 gallon)
and 400 other containers of waste are retrievably stored in
low-level burial ground 21 8-W-4C. The majority of the
waste containers in 218-W-4C are stacked vertic.a1 ^ ^^. ^'4 .... .1} on
asphait pads in carthen-coverecl trenches. The waste container
contents include faile,d process equipment such as pumps;
resin columns, laboratory and room trash such as paper,
plastics, glassware, and decontamination and demolition
rubble such as concrete, piping and soils. in general, the
retrieval operation begins by uncovering a containcr, reviewing
any disposal history or process knowledge, and performing ..:

non-destructive assay to determine the plutonium content in
the container. Ifthe container is determined to he TRU waste,
it is transpo:ted to compliant storage and considered outside

Retrieval operations at the 2 i low lova7 burra, grr,u<<i7the scope of this action. If the container is determined to be
mixed low-level waste, additional treatment will, be required

the non-TRU waste generated from retrieving 21 R-VL'-4C burialprior to disposal. Both low - level and mixed low - level waste
ground waste in the Environmental Restoration Disposal Facilitywill be disposed of in lined trenches.
(ERDF), provided that it meets the facility's waste acceptance
criteria. Waste that is designated as mixed low-level waste willActivities undertaken be evaluated to deterrnine if it meets land disposal restrictions,
and if not, will be treated at the ERDF or at a commercial facility.

USDOh is required to retrieve this post-1970 suspect TRU In addition to the 21 8-W-4C burial ground, there are three other
waste based on a schedule contained in the Tri-Party burial grounds with retrievably stored post-1970 suspect TRU
Agreement M-91 milestones. The agencies are disposing of waste (218-E-I2B, 218-W-3A and 21 S-W-413). The treatment

and disposal of low-level waste and mixed low-level waste

,

retrieved from these three burial grounds and 400 other containers

1a L L l^` LLLL ^Ll LLL L of waste in 2 I 8-W-4C will be analyzed in future Conlprehensive
Environmental Response, {:ompensation, and

The Tri-Party agencies want yourfeedbackL.iability Act (CERCI.A) documents that will
on the Administrative Record file for this ha, e a public comment eriod.
Time-Critical Removal Action.

The public comment period will run from ^
June 2t) through July 20, 2005. ,
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Time-Critical Removal Action

The agencies are performing this work as a Tinle-Critical
Removal Action (TC'R,1) in accordance with the CERCLA.
The TCRA is used to expedite response actions and, therefore,
does not require an Engineering EvaluationlCost Analysis
or public comment period prior to the approval of the action
through an Action Memorandum. This action is necessary
to protect public health, welfare or the environinent by
facilitating the rapid recovery, treatment and di:posal into
lined trenches of the low-level and mixed low-level waste
generated as a result of suspect TRU retrieval.

Disposal Facility

A 30-day public comment period on the administrative record file for this time-critical removal action will run from
June 20 through July 20, 2005. The docum: nts that comprise the administrative record file for this action include:

Action Memorandum (D6853085) kk%aste Control Plan (DA096978)

Data Quality Ob,jectives (DA096834) Value Engineering Study (DA096996)

Sanipling and Analysis Plan (DA096931) M-91 Change Package (DS 100949)

Removal Action Workplan (DA096803)

The Administrative Record Accession numbers (by which the document can be accessed) are in parenthesis. The Tri-
Party agencies want your feedback on the adequacy and completeness of the administrative record file for this action.
Your feedback will be considered in future bu.rial ground retrieval and disposal actions.

Please submit comments to:

Mark French
U. S. Department ot' Energy
Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550, A6-38
Richland, WA 99352
Fax: 509-372-1926
Mark_S_French@rl gov

Dave Einan
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Hanford Project Office
309 Bradley, Suite 115
Richland, WA 99352
Fax: 509-376-2396
Einan.david@epa,gov



The documents are also available for review at the
Public In-formation Repositories listed below.

HANFORD PUBLIC 1NFORMATION REPOSITORY LOCATIONS

Port land
Ponland State Univcrsitv
l3ranford Price ant.iMillar Library
934 SW Harrison
Attn: Judy Andrews (503) 725-4126

liichland
U.S. Department of f:ncrgy Public Reading Room
«'ashington State University, Tri-Citics
Consolidated Information Center, Room 101-L.
2770 University Drive
Attn: Janice Parthrec (509) 372-7443

Seattle
University of Washington
Su7zallo Library
Government Publications Division
Attn: Eleanor Chase (206) 543-4664

Spokune
Gonzaga University Foley Center
East 502 Boone
Attn: Linda Pierce (509) 323-61 l(1

ndrninistrative Record and Public ln1'onnation Reposito3y
Address: 2441 Stevens ('enter Place, Room 1101. Kichland, WA.

Phone: 509-376-2530
Web site address: http:-hvww2.hami'ord.govrarpir'

Department of Energy
P.O. 550 MSIN A7-75
Richland WA, 99352
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